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L’anatomie générale

General anatomy

Key words and expressions

The head and neck 

la tête  the head

le crâne  the cranium [ ] / the skull [ ]

le cuir chevelu the scalp

le front the forehead

le cerveau the cerebrum [ ] / the brain

le cervelet the cerebellum [ ]

le visage the face

l’œil the eye

les sourcils  the eyebrows [- -]

la paupière  the blepharon / the eyelid

les cils  the eyelashes

les oreilles the ears

le nez the nose

les narines the nares [ ] (sg. naris) / the nostrils

la pommette the zygoma [ ] / the cheek-bone

la bouche the mouth [ ]

les lèvres the lips

la langue the tongue [ ]

la dent the dens / the tooth (pl. teeth)

la gencive the gingiva [ ] (pl. gingivae) / the gum

la gorge the throat [ ]

les amygdales the tonsils [ ]

le pharynx the pharynx (pl. pharynges)

le larynx the larynx / the voice box

la trachée the trachea [ ] / the windpipe

la mâchoire the jaw [ ]

les maxillaires the maxillae [ -] / the upper jaw
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la mandibule the mandible

le menton the chin [ ]

le cou the neck

la nuque the nucha [ ] / the nape [ ]
la pomme d’Adam Adam’s apple / the laryngeal prominence

The back and spine 

le dos the back

le rachis the spine [- -]

la moelle épinière the spinal cord [- -]

la colonne vertébrale the vertebral column / the backbone

une vertèbre a vertebra [ ] (pl. vertebrae / vertebras)

l’omoplate the scapula / the shoulder-blade

le deltoïde the deltoid 

le trapèze the trapezius [ ]

le fessier the gluteal muscle [  ]

le sacrum the sacrum [ ]

le coccyx  the coccyx [ ] (pl. coggyges) 

[ ]

les lombes the loin

la fesse the nates [ ] / the buttock [ ]

la taille the waist

The thorax 

le thorax the thorax [ ]

le tronc the trunk

la poitrine the chest

le sternum the sternum / the breastbone

le sein the breast [ ]

le mamelon the nipple

les côtes the ribs

la cage thoracique the thoracic cage / the ribcage

la plèvre the pleura [ ]

les poumons the lungs

une bronche a bronchus (pl. bronchi) [ ]

les bronchioles the bronchioles [ ]

les alvéoles the alveoli [- ]/the airsacs

le cœur the heart [ ]
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le ventricule the ventricle

l’atrium/ l’oreillette the atrium (pl. atria) [ -]

les valvules the valves

l’aorte the aorta [ ]

la veine cave the vena cava [  ]

le diaphragme the diaphragm [ ]

The abdomen 

l’abdomen the abdomen

l’œsophage  the (o)esophagus [ ] / the gullet

l’estomac the stomach [ ]

le pylore the pylorus [ -]

l’intestin grêle the small intestine / the bowel [ ]

le duodénum the duodenum

le jéjunum the jejunum [ ]

l’iléon the ileum

le gros intestin the large intestine [ ]

le cæcum  the c(a)ecum [ ] (pl. c(a)eca) / the blind gut

le côlon the colon [ ]

le sigmoïde the sigmoid colon

le rectum the rectum

l’anus the anus [ ]

l’appendice the appendix (pl. appendices)

l’ombilique the umbilicus / the navel

le pancréas the pancreas

le foie the liver [ ]

la vésicule biliaire the gallbladder [ ]

le péritoine the peritoneum

la vessie  the (urinary) bladder

l’urètre the urethra [ r ]

la prostate the prostate [- ]

le rein the kidney [- ]

les glandes surrénales the adrenal glands [ ]

l’uretère  the ureter

la rate the spleen
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The pelvis and the perineum 

le bassin the pelvis

le scrotum the scrotum

le testicule the testis (pl. testes)

le pénis the penis [ ]

le prépuce  the prepuce [ ] / the foreskin

l’ovaire the oophoron / the ovary

les trompes de Fallope the Fallopian tubes / the uterine tubes [- ]

l’utérus the uterus [ ]/ the womb [ ]

le col the cervix

le vagin the vagina [ ]

la petite/grande lèvre the labium minus / majus (pl. labia minora / 

    majora)

la vulve the vulva [ ]

le clitoris the clitoris [ ]

le périnée the perineum [ ]

The upper limbs 

l’épaule the shoulder [ ]

la clavicule the clavicle / the collarbone

l’aisselle the axilla (pl. axillae) / the armpit

le bras the arm

l’avant-bras the forearm

le coude the elbow

le poignet the wrist

la main the hand

la paume the palm [ ]

les doigts the digits / the fi ngers

le pouce the thumb

l’index the index fi nger / the forefi nger

le majeur the middle fi nger

l’annulaire the third fi nger / the ring fi nger

l’auriculaire the little fi nger / the pinkie

une phalange a phalanx (pl. phalanges) [ ]

l’humérus the humerus

l’ulna the ulna [ ]

le radius the radius [- -] (pl. radii)

le triceps  the triceps brachii [ ]

le biceps  the biceps brachii [ ]
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The lower limbs 

la hanche the hip

la cuisse the thigh [ ]

le fémur the femur [ ] / the thighbone

le genou the knee [ ]

la fosse poplitée the popliteal fossa

le muscle poplité the popliteus [ ]

la jambe the leg

la fi bula the fi bula (pl. fi bulae)

la patella/ la rotule the patella / the kneecap

le mollet the calf [ ] (pl. calves) 

le tibia the tibia / the shinbone

la cheville the ankle

le pied the foot (pl. feet)

le talon the heel

l’orteil the toe [ ]

le gros orteil the hallux (pl. halluces) / the big toe

Other constituents 

un os a bone

une articulation a joint

un tendon a tendon [ ]

une aponévrose an aponeurosis [ ]

un condyle a condyle [ ]

un ligament a ligament

un cartilage a cartilage [ ]

un muscle a muscle [ ]

une bourse a bursa [ ]

un disque a disc

un nerf a nerve

une artère an artery

une veine a vein

un vaisseau a vessel

un ganglion lymphatique a lymph node

un ongle an unguis [ ] / a nail [ ]
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Test your knowledge in general anatomy

1.  Find the organ that corresponds to the defi nition below.
 The organ in the top part of the abdominal cavity behind the stomach and below 1. 
the diaphragm, which helps to destroy red blood cells, forms lymphocytes and 
stores blood: ___________

 A sac situated underneath the liver, in which bile produced by the liver is 2. 
stored: ______________

 Either of two organs situated in the lower part of the back on either side 3. 
of the spine behind the abdomen, whose function is to maintain the usual 
concentration of the main blood constituents, passing the waste matter in the 
urine: ____________

 One of two organs situated in the chest cavity, protected by the ribcage, whose 4. 
role in respiration is essential: _____________

 One of two organs in a woman which produce ova or egg cells and secrete 5. 
the female hormone estrogen: _____________ 

 An O-shaped gland in males which surrounds the urethra below the bladder 6. 
and secretes a fl uid containing enzymes into the sperm: _____________

 The wider part of the larfaintestine in the lower right hand-side of the abdomen 7. 
where the small intestine joins it and which has the appendix attached to it: 
_____________

 The part of the central nervous system situated inside the skull which controls 8. 
the other organ systems of the body, either by activating muscles or by 
causing secretion of chemicals such as hormones and neurotransmitters: 
_____________

 The main organ in the body which maintains the circulation of the blood around 9. 
the body by its pumping action: _____________

 The lower part of the arm from the elbow to the wrist: _____________10. 

2. Match the medical term to the lay term for the organs below. 

A1.  naris

An alveolus2. 

An unguis3. 

The clavicle4. 

The gingiva5. 

The patella6. 

The prepuce7. 

The umbilicus8. 

The uterus9. 

A digit10. 

A fi ngera. 

A nailb. 

A nostrilc. 

An airsacd. 

The collarbonee. 

The foreskinf. 

The gumg. 

The kneecaph. 

The naveli. 

The wombj. 
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3. Put the letters back in order to fi nd the right constituent.
arsbu: ____________1. 

obne: ____________2. 

esvesl: ____________3. 

spnieauroos: ____________4. 

ylcodne: ____________5. 

agntlime: ____________6. 

treyar: ____________7. 

evni: ____________8. 

vnree: ____________9. 

ylpmh oned: ____________10. 
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2
L’hôpital

The hospital

Key words and expressions

Hospital departments (US) / wards (GB) 

Les Urgences  the Emergency Room (ER) (US) / Accident and 

      Emergency (A&E) / Casualty (GB)

La Réanimation (la Réa) the Intensive Care Unit (ICU)

Le bloc (opératoire)  the Operating theater (US) / theatre (GB) / the 

Operating Room (OR) / suite

La salle de réveil the Recovery room

L’anesthésie An(a)esthesia [ ]

La médecine interne Internal medicine

La chirurgie Surgery

La pédiatrie P(a)ediatrics (P(a)ed)

La gériatrie Geriatrics

La psychiatrie Psychiatry [ ]

La neurologie Neurology

L’obstétrique et la gynécologie Obstetrics and Gyn(a)ecology (OB-GYN)

La salle d’accouchement the Delivery Room (DR)

La Maternité (la Mater) the maternity

La néonatalogie Neonatology

La radiologie Radiology / X-Ray department

L’odontologie Dentistry

La dermatologie Dermatology

La rééducation Rehabilitation

L’orthopédie Orthop(a)edics

L’ORL (oto-rhino-laryngologie) Ear Nose Throat (ENT)

La néphrologie Nephrology

L’urologie Urology

L’endocrinologie Endocrinology

L’ophtalmologie Ophthalmology


